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664 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

We opened the pails occasionally to mix the 
frozen and the unfrozen cream. 

The freezing occupied about fifteen minutes. 

SECOND GRADE. 

Clara Isabel Mitchell. 

OUTLINE FOR MAY AND JUNE. 

The basis of all the work in second grade for May and June 
is (i) social occupations, (2) field excursions, (3) games and 
entertainments. 

1. Occupations. — (a) Gardening, (&) wood- working, (c) clay-modeling, {d) 
weaving. 

(a) Gardening : Planting of pop-corn for winter use ; lettuce, radishes, 
onions, and parsley for luncheons ; all these in the garden spot allotted to the 
second grade. In the flower beds will be planted sweet alyssum, phlox, corn- 
flower, salvia, callendulum, and castor-bean ; sunflowers, geranium, moon- 
vines, wild cucumber, and gourds will be planted for the arbor. 

(6) Wood-working : Cup-racks to be given to the different classes of the 
school for hanging individual cups. Poplar boards of various sizes and pro- 
portions, finished with molding, stained, and with brass hooks for the cups. 

(c) Clay-modeling : Tiles 5X5 inches, to be used as decorations for 
window-boxes in the new school. The budding twigs, spring flowers, and 
germinating plants studied and modeled as subjects for the tiles. 

(d) Weaving : May baskets of jute cord, wound and sewed with raffia ; 
book-bags of seine twine. 

2. Field excursions. — Visits to parks, the swamp at Seventy-ninth street, 
the lakeshore, the woods at Beverly Hills, and, if possible, the sand dunes. 

3. Games and entertainments. — Class drills and games in the gymnasium 
and out-of-doors ; daily exercise in rhythmic step to musical accompaniment ; 
preparation of two twenty-minute programs for the meeting of the entire 
school at the morning exercise ; preparation of a part of the program for a 
spring festival. 

Correlated with the activities that are the basis of the two 
months' work will be : 

1. Nature study. — Observation and records of germination and growth of 
garden plants ; similar records in writing, clay-modeling, painting, or draw- 
ing of changes in pond-life ; familiar plants of the prairies ; budding and 
blossoming of the trees ; birds and insects as they appear in their seasons ; 
changes in color of landscape and corresponding changes in temperature. 
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2. History. — The cliff dwellers and pueblo builders as agricultural types ; 
building of miniature dwellings from models at the Field Museum ; stories 
of inventions in means of transportation. 

3. Literature. — Stories of birds, flowers, insects — all creatures — made 
newly interesting by the return of the spring and summer seasons ; myths ; 
fairy tales; poems of the season; dramatization of "The Sleeping Beauty" 
for the spring festival. 

4. Geography. — Excursions to markets to see garden and farm produce 
brought into our city; means of transportation. Lakes, rivers, canals, rail- 
roads as routes of transportation. Camels, donkeys, ox wagons, steam 
engines and boats. Excursion to Field Museum to see transportation 
exhibit. 

5. Number. — Finding area of boards used for the cup-racks. Square 
inch and square foot. Actual and comparative growth of plants and twigs. 
Arithmetical statement of the ratios found. Special emphasis on partition. 
Continuation of practice in addition and subtraction. Short, quick drills. 
Writing in the number books of tables as they are needed. 

THIRD GRADE. 

Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen. 

OUTLINE FOR MAY AND JUNE. 

With the first signs of spring, when things are happening 
out-of-doors, the children demand a life away from the school- 
room ; and it becomes a necessity to do work very different from 
that of the winter months. Ideally, the school should then be 
only a convenient place to discuss the experience of the outdoor 
life. As far as is possible, the children will go on excursions 
every week ; and the school garden will afford an excellent 
opportunity for a great deal of healthful work. 

The third grade chose to plant potatoes. In order to supply the school 
with this vegetable next winter, it was decided that the pupils plant the 
greater part of their vegetable garden in potatoes, that is, 216 square feet, 
the remainder, 108 square feet, to be planted in radishes and lettuce for our 
lunches this spring. Besides the potatoes, lettuce, and radishes, the third 
grade sowed and has in charge 400 square feet of wheat, the year's study of 
agriculture demanding this experience, the children also realizing that the 
next class would need the wheat to work with, the coming fall. In the flower 
bed will be planted castor beans, calladium, salvia, cornflowers, phlox, and 
sweet alyssum. 

Gardening. — Raking, marking of rows, digging trenches for potatoes, 



